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Healthcare Hurricanes Storming Through 

 

     The Healthcare Hurricanes were the most consistent 
softball team in the history of the sport.  At least according 
to Kevin Leonard in our Medical Records department.  
How were they so consistent?  Well, they had never won a 
single time in their 4 seasons of playing the game.  Not 
once.  But that consistency came to an abrupt and exciting 
end on Monday, June 1st, 2009 when the Hurricanes won 
their first game, beating the Perfective Flooring team by a 
score of 6 to 5.  The historic game took place at the South 
Beach Field 5A on Father Capodanno Boulevard and Mid-
land Avenue.  Solid teamwork, runs scored by almost every 
player and consistent pitching from Mike Silva all contrib-
tsdc sn sgd sd`l­r ehqrs ahf vhm-  Sgd Gtqqhb`mdr ok`x nmbd ` 
week on either Mondays or Wednesdays at different fields in 
South Beach.  If you want to join the team or want infor-
mation on when and where the games will be taking place 
contact Mike or Johanna at extension 2203.  The season 
runs until the end of July.  

The Healthcare Hurricanes after their big win 

Special Edition 

The Origins of Healthcare Associates 
 

     For over a decade, we at Healthcare Associates in 
Medicine, P.C. have provided the best and most        
comprehensive care for New Yorkers in Staten Island and   
Brooklyn.  While our offices and staff have changed over 
the years, our commitment to our patients has not.  It is 
this commitment that has both sustained our longevity 
while helping to develop a strong reputation as a top 
health care provider.  
     Healthcare Associates in Medicine, P.C. (HCA) was 
originally formed in November of 1995 as a collaboration 
of two local medical practices: Neuroscience Associates of 
New York (Neuroscience) and Richmond Bone and Joint 
(Orthopaedics).  Both practices had roots in the         
community for decades prior to their collaboration.  Rich-
mond Bone and Joint, first known as Accettola, Suarez and 
Accettola was started by Dr. Albert Accettola, Senior at the 
close of World War II.  Dr. Accettola brought Dr. Joseph 
A. Suarez aboard in 1976, and, approximately a year after 
that, brought his son into the company as well, Albert Jun-
ior.  Neuroscience Associates meanwhile (originally known 
as Concord Neurological and Neurosurgical Associates, 
P.C.) began in November of 1970.  The original physi-
cians involved were Dr. Harvey Leventhal, Dr. Michael 
Schuman and Dr. Stephen Kulick.  Dr. Leventhal was the 
first neurosurgeon to practice on Staten Island.  The princi-
pal office for Neuroscience was established at 1099 Targee 
Street in Staten Island, New York. 
     Ctqhmf sgd 087/­r+ Mdtqnrbhdmbd o`shdms unktld    
increased significantly, requiring the partners to add more 
physicians to the roster.  In 1988, three of our current  
physicians joined the practice; pediatric neurologist Dr. 
Steven B. Schwartzberg, neurosurgeon Dr. Edwin M. 
Chang and orthopaedic surgeon Dr. John P. Reilly.  Con-
current with the growth of their medical practice, Neuro-
science acquired an interest in the Imaging Center of Staten 
Island.  The acquisition was an immediate success, causing 
MRIs to proliferate the area.  As the years progressed, ad-
ditional physicians began to join the practice.  Further ex-
pansion occurred to include pain management, neuropsy-
chology and physical therapy departments.  Following a 
building expansion in 1992, Concord officially changed its 
name to Neuroscience Associates of New York.  Over 
time, all of the related partnerships and corporations 
merged under the single banner of Healthcare Associates. 

 

Continued on Page 2 
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FA?¬q Fcjngle F_lbq 
By Matt Richardson 

 

     As someone who visited every office in our company, 
five days a week for almost five years, I thought I had a solid 
grasp on what it meant to be an employee of Healthcare 
Associates.  As the interoffice messenger, I met everyone that 
worked for our company and quickly became friends with 
many of those I interacted with.  I would have undoubtedly 
considered many of the people I worked with to be genuine 
friends. 
     When I came on board full time in February to do our 
public relations and marketing, however, a new element 
emerged.  This was something I had not experienced during 
my brief daily visits to our offices.  I saw real, authentic 
health care taking place day in and day out.  Granted, I had 
been in our orthopaedic and neuroscience and imaging   
centers every day.  I had seen patient and physician        
interactions before.  But this was something different. 
     I saw care outside of the examination room and into the 
everyday lives of our co-workers and, in my case, my family.  
When our associate administrator, Kathy Tramontana, had to 
deal with the recovery process of her husband Joe after he 
underwent heart surgery, I was amazed to see the compas-
sion of our fellow workers.  Everyone seemed to be legiti-
l`sdkx bnmbdqmdc-  Xnt chcm­s v`ms sn fds b`tfgs v`kjhmf  
behind Kathy during that time because she would be stopped 
so many times by so many people that it became difficult to 
walk more than a few feet at a time. 
     A few weeks later, my family and I experienced a similar 
situation.  When my grandmother fell ill due to a brain aneu-
rysm, many of the people in our company offered a helping 
hand.  From Dr. Shiau who helped to make sure my grand-
mother could get the best care she could obtain to the people 
who worked with my mother at our orthopaedics office,  
everyone who could have helped did.  I too soon became 
that person in the hallway; unable to walk more than a few 
feet without stopping to give an update to someone.   
     About a month later, my grandmother passed away.  At 
her wake, the biggest and most beautiful flower arrangement 
came from our friends at Healthcare.  Dozens of employees 
filed in throughout the day to pay their respects or just to 
give a hug to my mother, brother and I.  At the cemetery, 
the most prominent piece on the coffin was the one from 
Healthcare.  When we came home that night we had a bunch 
of envelopes from dozens of other employees, expressing 
their sympathy and offering their condolences.  There were 
other envelopes inside the envelopes with collections that 
were taken up by employees.  During a very difficult time, 
the people at HCA made it easier for me and my family.  
Sg`s­r mns rnldsghmf xnt enqfds d`rhkx- 
     Now, I have a better understanding of health care and 
what it means to be an employee of this company.  Because, 
`s sgd dmc ne sgd c`x+ hrm­s sg`s vg`s gd`ksg b`qd qd`kkx hr>  
Helping and caring for someone else in a time of need.  
While I still consider many of the people I work with to be 
my friends, I now consider them to be something else as well 
± family. 

Orthopaedic Presentation with Dr. Ruggiero 
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     It wasn't until 1995 however, when Healthcare       
Associates in Medicine as it is now known was formed.   
At the time, both Richmond Bone and Joint and        
Neuroscience had existed separately, as they worked out of 
Staten Island University Hospital.  Both groups had    
invested in developing technology for the time; CAT scans 
`mc LQH­r-  @ bg`mfhmf chqdbshnm ne sgd ldchb`k fqntor 
was inevitable.  Recognizing this opportunity, Neurosci-
ence Associates and Richmond Bone and Joint came to-
fdsgdq sn enql nmd bnloqdgdmrhud oq`bshbd-  ®Hs f`ud tr ` 
khsskd ahs ne bknts+¯ r`hc sgd itmhnq Cq- @bbdssnk`-  ®Sghr v`x+ 
we could deal with the hospitals and insurance companies 
from a greater perspective.  We have the ability to offer 
patients a broader spectrum of care.  The group gives us a 
a`rd sn vnqj eqnl-  Hs gdkor tr `mc hs gdkor sgd o`shdmsr-¯ 
     In the ensuing time, our practice has grown larger.  
We currently have four office locations in Staten Island 
with a fifth in Brooklyn.  We have 17 physicians working 
in our practice.  Our physicians, physician assistants and 
board-certified specialists work in a wide variety of fields.  
This includes adult and pediatric neurology, neurosurgery, 
neuropsychology, pain management, orthopaedics, occupa-
tional and physical therapy, podiatry and imaging.  It is 
this promise to provide comprehensive care that we have 
followed for decade.  With this enduring commitment, we 
will continue to provide the highest quality of care for all 
of our patients. 

Dr. Vincent Ruggiero 

     On Tuesday night, June 14th, HCA orthopaedic    
surgeon Dr. Vincent Ruggiero gave a dinner presentation 
for clinical professionals on common complaints and         
ch`fmnrdr enq sqd`shmf sgd toodq dwsqdlhshdr-  Ctotxsqdm­r 
disease, metacarpal fractures and tennis elbow were three of 
the ten ailments he discussed.  To provide a visual aid with 
ghr `m`kxrhr+ Cq- Qtffhdqn trdc ®Fnnfkd Hl`fdr¯ sn cds`hk 
the different procedures used. The dinner was held at 
Fhtkh`m`­r Qhrsnq`msd nm Gxk`m Antkdu`qc hm Rs`sdm Hrk`mc-  
Our next presentation will be held in September.   


